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■ ;», pstM** . 1A. Limited reduction in U.S. forces (50-100,000), 

’, <rt' ' described as "removing fat," not combat strength. 
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j- Esca i ate effort; or threaten to do so if NVA returns, or 

invadeSj or attacks , or if DRV refuses to meet our terms, 
and carr y out ' threat. 

• t -*1% 4 ~ 1 2A. Resume bombing: to 19°, to former, levels, or higher 
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P S'/V. v 7 2B. Increase U.S. troops; resume heavy pressure on main 

i (V* Hf w * v / jp«j d'&’fH 9 £ n bases and border areas. 


'Subheadings, with capital letters, denote distinct, modified 
options; some are mutually exclusive, others are not. 

[Note: This outline merely identifies alternatives; it does not spell 

them out or make comments. Suggestions on list, definition, organiza- 
tion and comments - - especially relevent facts are invited. 3 

The first three options correspond to an optimistic view of the 
present situation and the prospects of the present approach, in terms 
of VC and DRV weakness and war-weariness, U.S. military success, and 
improvement in RVNAF and the GVN. They all aim at an outcome close to 
"victory," or a permanent VC/NVA "fade-out." They imply explicit 
acceptance of continued high U.S. combat involvement for at least 12- 
18 months — with the risk of converting Vietnam into "Nixon's War" 

-- but, proponents argue, could lead to the second set of options later 
if results were disappointing. Meanwhile, they would imply marking 
time in Paris, or setting very high terms, amounting to US/GVN "victory," l 

and re lecting ceasefire, deescalation, or mutual withdrawal offers t, , . 
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L, that did not meet these terms. -rs^L'^"' J, ' cA** 
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r' A . -Hhyf'ax 1 r.nntimie nresent course in South Vietnam. J H‘ s<c» n 


Continue present course in South Vietnam. 
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2B. Increase U.S. troops; resume heavy pressure on main force/ 
NVA in bases and border areas. 




2C. Cross-border operations into Laos, Cambodia, DMZ , 
NVN. 


ri 


cO \ 


o l > 


0-.' 1 L 




I 1 V 





/ . • '''*l*v v v >' '.- -v • - ^;y^ v -> ?. ■ .v -v- . « • • > J 






,•> .Vv t-Tf ; W 

K.-S" - ^Av' • • /•HiV--'.‘?’ v 

' . •..■•£ .k r « .• 


% 


.V 


T. ,■ 


: '..■ i 


- '-Wi. w * 

■• ■ v y 

.• • ’ . .. 


<...■«•'/- 


• >;*; 

■j VM 


•Vf. •!•'*- 


( 


1> A / 


2D. Strong (unprecedented) pressure on GVN/RVNAF i v 
to "improve," including moves toward joint command J ' 

and greater U.S. influence and responsibility in 
civil matters. 
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Radical Counterinsurgency" Strategy, emphasizing small-unit, 
time counter-guerilla organization and tactics, police/in- 
lligence efforts, population protection and control, political 
action. (]^jJ 



The next three options correspond to a more pessimistic view of 
the current situation and the prospects of achieving "victory" or 
"fade-out" under any of the above options. They aim at a compromise 
outcome, better or worse, with a great "reduction in the U.S. burden 
within 1-3 years. 
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M f 4. Mutual withdrawal (various patterns) of NVA and U.S. forces, . . 
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Tacit, rather than negotiated. ) G*~ ui * 
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GVN indirectly encouraged to broaden its base, and 


to deal with the NLF . 
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Deescalation (e.g., local withdrawals or ceasefires, \ 
tacit ceasefires, failure to challenge opponent in certain ) - — 

areas). X> ^ ,7/ 
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4D. NVA withdrawal from Laos and Cambodia: 
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4E. No ceasefire between GVN and VC. 
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5. Negotiate political compromise settlement in Paris; e.g., \ Ut^i 

with arrangements for elections or coalition, internal political J 
safeguards, international guarantees. ( 
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__ (2-3 years with GVN 
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6. Large-scale, announced unilateral reduction in U.S. forces. 
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\ 6A. Deliberate, sl o w w ith d 

agreement, if possible). A . 

j 

Quick withdrawal (6-12 months). j ^ 
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